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Annual General Meeting 

 
British Council for Offices 31st Annual General Meeting 

Held on Monday 30 June 2025 at 40 Leadenhall Street, EC3 2RY 
 
  
Present: The Presidential team, Chief Executive, and 64 members whose names were 
recorded in the attendance register. 

 
Welcome and opening remarks 
Peter Crowther welcomed attendees and outlined the agenda, including a tour of the 
building and refreshments following the formal proceedings. 
 
Notice of meeting 
The notice of the AGM was taken as read and approved by attendees. 
 
Approval of previous minutes 
The minutes of the previous AGM, made available on the BCO website, were taken as read 
and approved. 
 
President’s Report – Peter Crowther 
Reflected on a busy and rewarding year for the BCO, highlighting: 
 

• Growth in membership, particularly NextGen (now over 25% of total membership); 

• Structural reforms including the replacement of the Board of Management with the 
Advisory Council; 

• Creation of the London Committee and Life Sciences Committee; 

• Launch of the new BCO website with ongoing enhancements. 
 

Acknowledged the significant contribution of outgoing CEO Richard Kauntze and the 
process of appointing his successor, Samantha McClary, who was endorsed by Richard. 
 
Expressed gratitude to the BCO team, committees, and volunteers for their dedication and 
contributions. 
 
Thanked Despina, Bruce, Oliver, and others for their support during the CEO recruitment 
process. 
 
Financial Report – Bruce Paterson, honorary treasurer 
Presented the audited accounts for the year ending 31 March 2025: 
 

• Surplus of approximately £227,000; 

• Total reserves just under £2.4m;   
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• Noted a slight shortfall in income due to CEO recruitment costs and lower-than-
expected subscription income. 

 
There being no questions concerning the accounts, the adoption of the Directors’ Report 
and Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 was formally proposed by the 
Honorary Treasurer (Bruce Paterson) and seconded by the President (Peter Crowther). 
 
Appointment of Auditors.   
The President put forward a recommendation on behalf of the Board, the appointment of 
Crowe LLP as auditors for the financial year 2025-26, notice having been served (they have 
expressed their willingness to act). 
  
The recommendation was seconded by the Honorary Treasurer. 
 
Appointment of the new President, Introduction of the new Junior Vice 
President 
Peter Crowther handed over the Presidency to Helen Hare. 
 
New appointments: 

• President: Helen Hare 

• Senior Vice President: Andy McBain 

• Junior Vice President: John Wright 
 
Peter Crowther will remain on the team as Immediate Past President. 
 
Thanks were extended to Despina for her service as she retires from the presidential team. 
 
Incoming President’s Address – Helen Hare 
Thanked Peter Crowther for his leadership and support. 
Outlined priorities for the coming year: 

• Emphasis on the full lifecycle of office buildings: design, develop, and operate. 

• Continued focus on data capture and insight. 

• A refreshed approach to events, starting with the President’s Party in the autumn 
(replacing the traditional sit-down lunch). 

   
Promotion of the National Awards Dinner on Tuesday, 7 October 2025. 
 
Closing remarks and vote of thanks 
Helen Hare concluded the meeting by thanking Richard once more and M&G Real Estate 
for hosting. 
 
Attendees were invited to join building tours and refreshments. 

 
 


